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During the Age of Discovery in the 16th century, the price of cane
sugar was the same as spices. The origin of the production area
was from the hinterland of Southeast Asia, which prompted the
rise of European colonial farmland. In the 1630s, the Dutch East
India Company developed the sugar industry in Taiwan due to
Taiwan's geographical location and climate. The global arable
land restrictions made the price of the sugar industry high. Japan
followed the example of Europe and the United States to industri-
alize the sugar industry. In the establishment of more than 50
sugar factories in Taiwan, The Akow Factory of the Taiwan Sugar
Company was opened and operated in 1909. The sugar industry
activated Akow. Since 1910, Bank of Taiwan has established vari-
ous livelihood infrastructures such as branch offices, Taiwan Com-
mercial and Industrial Bank, post offices, Akow Hospital, Akow
Waterway. In 1913, the Governor's Office fully implemented the
Akow Street urban correction plan, focusing on public health,
transportation and environmental improvement, which was the
predecessor of the current urban plan. The development blue-
print of Pingtung City had been largely settled. From infrastruc-
ture construction to industrial development, there were compre-
hensive plans, laying the foundation for Pingtung's advancement
as a modern city.
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When the WW2 broke out, cane sugar was an important
cash crop and strategic material. Sugar could be used for
medical purposes and its by-product alcohol could be used
as fuel. The Pingtung Sugar Factory and Pingtung Airport
became one of the main targets of the Allied attacks. There-
fore, the vicinity of the sugar factory is full of military de-
fense facilities, such as bunkers, air-raid shelters, and moats.
The railway from the sugar factory connected to the Linluo
Captive Camp (the third POW camp), which was the largest
captive camp in the South Pacific. Between 1942 and 1945,
about a thousand people stayed or transferred to other
captive camps. In the past, the captives removed rocks from
the riverbank under the scorching sun to make the land
available for cultivating sugarcane, unloaded sugarcane
trucks at the sugar factory, reloaded boiler fuel and operat-
ed machinery in the factory.

From October 1944 to August 1945, the US miilitary (FEAF
and 20th AF) bombed the Pingtung Airport and the urban
area one after another, and bombed the sugar factory on
April 26 and May 1, 1945, causing serious damage.
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After the National Government moved to Taiwan, it took over sugar
factories operated by Japan. From the 1950s to the 1970s, it was
the golden age of Taiwan's sugar industry. The sugar industry
became the main force in Taiwan's foreign exchange eamings. In
1957, sugar's foreign exchange income accounted for 70% of Tai-
wan's total foreign exchange income. A large amount of bagasse
produced by sugar can be used as raw material for papermaking.
Therefore, Taiwan Sugar Corporation arranged for the construction
of a pulp mill and set it up in Pingtung due to its excellent water
quality. On September 1, 1977, the Pingtung Pulp Mill officially op-
erated. Until 1991, it had 600 employees and operated 24 hours a
day, with a daily output of 300 metric tons, which was a momentum
for Taiwan' s economic take-off.

Since 1990, the mill had been on the edge of the town. Sewage
from the process, coupled with the smell of hydrogen sulfide from
the spray tank and evaporation tank, had caused environmental
problems. In 1994, the pulp mill closed during the tenure of
Pingtung County Mayor Su Tseng-chang. The original production
machinery and equipment were sold to Thailand. The Pingtung
Pulp Mill officially came to an end. Only 3 raw material warehouses
are left, and the surrounding mills have been abandoned for de-
cades.
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Sha Shé River was originally a natural stream that was ap-
proachable and fishable in people’ s memory. During the
pulp mill period, the river was realigned. it bore the destiny
of Pingtung’ s industrial development that domestic
wastewater and economic industrial wastewater were dis-
charged day and night, causing the once green water to
gradually dim. Most of the land around Sha Shé River was
owned by Taiwan Sugar Corporation. In order to improve
the overall water area, a series of renovation plans had
been launched since 2015, and the old mill area that had
been closed for decades was reverted. The industrial re-
mains of the pulp mill were accidentally unearthed during
the renovation, which provide a platform for it to tell his-
torical stories of the past. These remains were completely
preserved and transformed into an accessible space. In the
spring of 2021, the overall development of the waterfront
corridor consisting of the old pulp mill site, the waterfront
of Sha Shé River, wetland park and other spaces will be offi-
cially named "Pingtung County Citizens Park” and will be
fully opened to the public, becoming a new place with eco-
logical, natural and cultural landscape in Pingtung City.
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